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The open steppe near Lake Tengiz is home to some of the world'’s rarest birds. One of them is an elusive creature
known as the sociable lapwing, which also goes by the name of the sociable plover. Specialists have long sought
to reveal the secrets of this unusual little bird, which is such a lively, chirpy inhabitant of the dusty steppe.

pevyeTka. MajieHbKuI
obuTarenpb OOIBIION CTEIII.

B omkpeimou cmenu 651u3 03epa TeHau3 2He30AMCsA camole peoKkue
nmuysl Kazaxcmana. O0Ha u3 HUX — cmenHoU Yubuc, unu Kpeyemska.
Cneyuanucmel 0a8HO nbImaiomcsa paszeadams madiHy 3mot Heobbl4YHoU
NMUYKU, 04eHb 3aMemHoU, XUBoU U KpUK/IU8oU 0bumamesnbHUYbl Cyxux
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Armed with binoculars and a BoopyMBLLUMCE MONeBbIM OUHOKEM 1
walkie-talkie, Maksim Koshkin neperoBOPHbIM YCTPOMCTBOM, Makcm
sits in an old Niva. Albert KOLUKMH cramnT B CTapeHbKo «Huige.
Salengereyev is standing nearby; Panom ctont Anbbept CaneHrapees, oH,
like his colleague, he’s staring KaK v ero Kommera, Toxe NpucTanbHO BriA-
intently into the distance. They are AbiBaeTcs Baanb. O6a OHM OPHUTONOIY, a
both ornithologists, and the subject of obbeKTamMm1 X NCCNefOBaHNI ABNAIOTCA
their research is one of the rarest birds camble peakme NTUUbl KazaxcTaHa — cTen-
to be found in Kazakhstan, the sociable Hble unducol. Eule ABa rofa Ha3af yyeHble
lapwing. Just two years ago scientists CYUTaNN, 4TO B MMPE HaCUNTLIBAETCA BCETO
thought there were only 200 pairs of this 200 nap npencraBuTeNei 3Toro yHu-

endangered species left in the world. Today, kanbHoro suaa. CerogHa nccnefosateny
however, researchers are convinced that ybexaeHbl, UTO X AOMKHO ObITb HUKaK He




there are no less than 4,000, but it’s
difficult to locate and count them in
the vast Kazakh steppe, where they are so
skilful at concealing themselves. It's here
that these birds find the right conditions to
b survive and reproduce.
B “Stop!” Koshkin barks into his walkie-
talkie. “Slow down!”
Salengereyev immediately adjusts his
pace, advancing carefully. “A bit
further and turn
left,” Koshkin
continues. “A bit
further - yes, right
there. 'm coming!” He jumps
out of the vehicle, grabs his equipment and
runs to join his colleague.
It’s thanks to Koshkin and Salengereyev
that flawed estimates of the sociable
lapwing’s population were corrected. The
Association to Preserve Kazakhstan’s
Biodiversity - one of the largest nature-
conservation organisations in the country
- is now working to safeguard the bird. The
work of Kazakh ornithologists has for the
last four years been funded by the British
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
(RSPB) and the Darwin Initiative, a UK
government grant scheme which seeks
to preserve biodiversity. Every summer
ornithologists head out to the steppe to
register colonies of sociable lapwings.
Scientists catch the birds, put rings on
them and then release them. This makes
it possible to track their movements; often
lapwings ringed here are later spotted in
places such as Siberia and Egypt.
Last year scientists found about 130
sociable plovers near the shore of Lake
Tengiz; the birds nest near small villages,
keeping a safe distance of a few kilometres.
Lapwings make their nests in low grass and
they need the assistance of cattle, which
graze overgrown grassland and thus allow
the birds to make their homes there. Out
in the wild the sociable plover can usually
be found alongside the saiga antelope and
the zeren gazelle, which eat high grass
and so provide excellent conditions for
lapwing nests. However, since saiga and
zeren numbers have been sadly depleted
in recent years, lapwings have adapted to
living near humans.
As a result of their foray, Koshkin and

MeHbLie 4000, NPOCTO HAUTK UX 1 Nepecyu-
TaTb B NMPOCTOPHbIX Ka3axCTaHCKNX CTensx,
A€ OHY TaK JIOBKO NMpAYYTCA, TPYAHO. HO
TOMbKO 3A€Ch 3TV MTULbI HAXOAAT MOAX0-
JALve YCIoBMA ANA HOPMATbHOW XIN3HU U
PA3MHOXEHNA.

«Cron! — coobuiaeT KoLWKnH No paLmn.

— MeganeHHeel», — 1 CaneHrapees

Cpa3y MeHAEeT TeMn, CTapaACh [BUraTb-

CA OCTOPOXHO. «HyTb Aanblue 1 neBee,

— MPOJOSMKAET KOMaHAOBaTb MaKcUMm.

— Ewe panblue... aa, ToyHo Tam. A ceryac
6yayl» OH BbINPbIFMBaeT 13 aBTOMOOUNA,
6epeT uemoaH C UHCTPYMEHTaMM 1 BeXIT
K CBOeMy Konnere. ..

Brnarogapa Makcumy KolkuHy v AnbbepTy
CaneHrapeeBy OLIMOKM B OLIEHKE NOmMy-
NAUMN CTENHON NUranuLbl — TakoBo elle
O[IHO Ha3BaHMe KpeyeTkn — ObInn Mcnpas-
neHbl. CerofiHA Hafl COXpaHeHvem 3Toro
BMAa paboTaeT AccolmaLimsa CoOXpaHeHws
6riopasHoobpa3na KasaxctaHa (ACBK),
OfHa 13 CamblX KPYMHbIX MPUPOAOOXPAH-
HbIX OpraHm3aumnin KasaxctaHa. Bot yxe 4
rofia paboTy KazaxCTaHCKMX OPHUTONOrOB
bUHAHCKPYIOT bprTaHCKOe KopoeBcKoe
obuiecTso no 3awmte Nt (RSPB) 1 6pu-
TaHCKNIA GoHA «[lapBUHCKaA MHMULMATHBAY.
Kaxgoe neTo OpHUTONOM Bble3XKatoT B
CTenb ANA PErncTpaLmnm KONOHNUI CTEMHOrO
unbuca. YueHole NOBAT NTUL, OKONbLIOBbI-
BalOT 1 CHOBA OTMYCKAtOT Ha BOSTHO. TaKMM
06pa3oM MOXKHO NPOCEANTD, TAE OHN
3UMYIOT, HEPEIKO OKOSbLIOBAHHbIX Y HaC
KpeueTok BCTpeyatoT B Cnpumn 1 ErnnTe.
Henaneko ot nobepesxbsa TeHrn3a B Npo-
LLOM FOAY OPHUTONOMM HaLLIN NPUMEPHO
130 cTenHbIX NuranuL, KoTopble rHe3aAaTca
Henopaneky oT HeGOMNbLWIX lepeBeHb, Ha
6€30MacHOM PaCCTOAHMN B HECKOJBKO
K1nomeTpoB. [1eno B TOM, UTo KpeueTkn
BbIOT FHE3/1a B HM3KOM TPaBe, U MM NPOCTO
HeobxoAMMa MOMOLLb KPYMHOFO POraTtoro
CKOTa, KOTOPbI BbILLMMBIBAET 3apOCLine
TpaBoOW TeppuUTOpUK. B npnpoae CTenHom
UMOUC 0OBIYHO COCEACTBYET C aHTUO-
MoWi-caiira 1 rasenbto-300a, KOTOpbIe Kak
pa3 1 BblefaloT BbICOKYIO TPaBy, CO34asas
OT/INYHbIE YCNIOBMA ANA FTHE3LOBbA NTHL.
Ho nockonbKy NOronoBbe 3TUX KMBOTHbIX
3a nocnefHe rofbl 610 NPaKTUYEeCKN
UCTpebneHo, KpeueTka NpUCrnocobmnach
XNTb PALOM C YETIOBEKOM.

...B pesynbraTe cBOEro «BHE3anHOroO Hana-
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Salengereyev have found a whole group

of lapwings: two females and three males.
These human invasions present no danger
to the birds. The ornithologists know how
to distract them, using their knowledge

of the birds’ behaviour. When the female
suspects danger is approaching, she rockets
up into the sky and flies around the nest
trying to scare the enemy away. Meanwhile,
the chicks - instead of running away

- press themselves to the earth. Koshkin
and Salengereyev seek to take the birds by
surprise, though they are circumspect as
they do so. Both ornithologists are highly
experienced in dealing with lapwing chicks
and they know that sometimes even the
best camouflage doesn’t work - these birds
are very cautious.

The ornithologists find five chicks in the
nest. Koshkin takes out a ruler, a logbook
and a set of scales. He thoroughly measures
their legs and beaks, weighs them and
checks for the presence of down and
feathers, which identify the age of the
chicks. “These babies are about two weeks
old,” he concludes.

The chicks are marked for life, with two
different-coloured plastic rings on each
leg. When the procedure is complete, the
ornithologists release the babies and return
to their vehicle. As soon as they are far
enough away, the mothers of the young
sociable plovers go down to their chicks
and gather them together.

For Koshkin and Salengereyev this is a

aeHua» Makcum KolwkuH n Anbbept Canex-
rapees 0OHapyXuUnu Lenbli KpeueTKoBC-
KW «eTCafy: 1BYX CaMOK U TPEX CamL|OB.
Takuve BTOPXKEHUA UenoBeKa He OnacHbl
Ana 31X nTrd. OpHUTONOMN CrneuyansHo
OTBMeKaloT VX NoA0OHbBIM 06Pa3oM: B CI1y-
yae OMacHOCTM CaMKV B3MbIBAIOT B BO3MYyX
1 NETalOT MO KPYry BOKPYT rHe3aa, NbiTaAchb
OTMYrHyTb Bpara. A LbinasATa B 370 Bpems,
BMECTO TOr0 YTOObI y6eraTb, MpUK1MMatoTca
K 3emne. Ho ytobbl NOA0ONTA K HUM, Makcum
1 AnbbepT MCnonb3yloT 3bdeKT BHe3an-
HOCTW, NPV 3TOM He 3abbIBas NPO OCTOPOXK-
HoCTb. Oba OpHUTONOra MMEIOT 6OSBLIOW
OMbIT OOLLIEHMA C MTEHLAMM KPEUeTKM 1
3HaIOT, UTO MOPOW axke CaMasn NMPEeBOCXOA-
HaA MacKMpPOBKa He CpabaTbiBaeT — Ha-
CTOMBKO OCTOPOMKHbI 3TV NTaXMU.

ITaK, OPHUTONOI HaxoAAT NATEPbIX
UbINNAT. Makcum [OCTaeT NUHENKY, KypHas
perncTpaunm v secbl. OH TLATENBHO M3Me-
pAeT [NIMHY HOTU W KIOBa, BEC, OCMATP-
BaeT Ha/lnMume nyxa 1 nepbes, YTO rOBOPUT
0 BO3pacTe NTeHLOB. ITUM KpOoXam Heaenw
[B€, 3aK/0YaeT OH.

LibinnATa nonyyatoT NOMU3HEHHYIO Map-
KMPOBKY — MO [1Ba MAACTUKOBbLIX KOSbLIA
Pa3HOro LiBeTa Ha Kaxkfyto Hory. Korga npo-
Leaypa 3akoHueHa, OPHUTOSON OTMyCKaloT
Manbllel 1 BO3BPaLLAIOTCA K MalVHe. Kak
TONbKO OHW YAANAOTCA OT rHe3fa Ha 0-
CTaTOYHOE PacCTosAHMe, MaTePU MONOAbIX
CTEMHbIX YMOWUCOB CMYCKAIOTCA K MTEHLIAM U
CHOBa COBMPAIOT KX B Kyuy.

[na Makcrma n AnbbepTa 31a pabota



dream job which has become reality. They
both grew up in the steppe. Twenty-five
year old Koshkin, with his tanned face and
three-day stubble, is an English teacher, but
birds are his passion. He was a volunteer
for many years, helping ornithologists and
taking part in small projects. As a result
the Association to Preserve Kazakhstan’s
Biodiversity offered him a post heading

a major new project to preserve rare bird
species.

“For the whole summer I stay in the steppe,
sleeping in a tent. It’s the ideal workplace
for me;” says Koshkin. He loves birds, he
adds, because you “can never guess what
they’ll do next”.

Salengereyev is a biology student who
dreams of working in a Kazakh national
park. “I'm not interested in office work,
even if it’s well-paid,” he says. “The most
important thing is that you should derive
pleasure from your work” Salengereyev

is from Kostanay Region in northern
Kazakhstan, and he says there may be
some sociable lapwings waiting to be found
there. “It’s speculation at the moment, but
who knows?” he smiles. “I may find new
colonies of this rare bird next summer” ®

— MeyTa, CTaBllas peanbHocTbio. Oba oHK
BbIPOCAN B CTenu. [IBaauatmnaTuieTHni
KOLWKWMH C 3aropesibimM JILIOM U Tpex-
QHEBHOW LLETUHO, COOCTBEHHO rOBOPS,
npenopiaBaTtenb aHMMUIACKOrO A3blKa, HO
ATWLbI — ero CTpacTb. B TeueHne gonrvix
N1eT OH NOMOran OPHUTONOraM B KauecTse
0O6POBOIbLA, YYaCTBYA B HEOOMBLUIMX
npoekTax, 1 B pe3ynbrate Accoymaums
coxpaHeHws b1uopasHoobpasna KasaxcraHa
npeanoXxmna emy Mecto PyKoBOAUTENA HO-
BOro OOMbLIOTO MPOEKTa Mo COXPaHEHUIO
peaKnX BUAOB MTUL,.

«Bce neto A NpoBOXKY B CTEMM, HOUYIO B
nanatke — AN1A MEHA 3TO vaeanbHoe
paboyee MeCTo», — roBopuUT Makcum.

OH NpK3HaeTCA, YTo NTWL, NOOWT 3a TO,

YTO «HMKOTAA He Npeayrafaellb, YTO OHU
CAENatoT B CNIeAyoLLMii MOMEHT».

AnbbepT CaneHrapees noka elle CTyaeHT,
n3yyaet bronornio. MeutaeT paboTtaTb B
KaKoM-NIMOO Ka3axCTaHCKOM 3aMoBeAHMKe.

«MHe HenHTepecHa oducHasA paboTa, aaxe
€C/IM 33 Hee XOPOLLIO NaTAT, — roBOpUT
OH. — [NaBHoe, 4TOObI PaboTa NPUHOCK-
N1a YAOBOMLCTBMEY. Y HEro Ha pofnHe, B
KocTaHalickomn 061acTu, TOXe, BO3MOXHO,
MKMBET HECKOJbKO CTEMHbIX YOMCOB. «[1oKa
37O NPeANONOKEHNE, HO, MOXET ObiTb,

— ynblibaeTca CTyAeHT, — A CMOrY HalTh
CneayioLyIM 1eTOM HOBble KOSIOHWM 3TOW
peaKor NTuLbly. B
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